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The Immigrant Witness and Victim Protection Act of 2019 (H.R. 4319)  
Will Remove Barriers to Protection for Immigrant Survivors of Domestic and  

Sexual Violence, Human Trafficking, and Other Serious Crimes. 

Recent changes in immigration policy are undermining the bipartisan protections that Congress 

established over the past twenty-five years, sharpening the tools of abusers and increasing the risks of 

harm to victims of violence. H.R. 4319, introduced by Representatives Pramila Jayapal and Jimmy 

Panetta on September 12, 2019, aims to safeguard and improving existing protections for immigrant 

survivors in order to help them achieve safety and justice. H.R. 4319 will enhance victim and 

community safety efforts in several ways, including: 

• Eliminating the U Visa Annual Cap: H.R. 4319 seeks to eliminate the U visa cap to increase 

access to protections for survivors of crime, to enhance efforts of law enforcement to investigate 

and prosecute crimes in their communities, and to increase the efficiency of the adjudication 

process for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS). 

• Providing Work Authorization to Survivors While Their Petitions Are Pending: Immigrant 

survivors face egregious delays in the processing of their VAWA self-petitions, as well as U and T 

visa applications. These delays, coupled with other barriers (an inability to have work 

authorization or a lack of access to financial support), can be devastating and can subject 

survivors to additional risks. H.R. 4319 instructs USCIS to grant work authorization for U and T 

visa petitioners and VAWA self-petitioners if their cases are pending for over 180 days.  

• Preventing Survivors from Being Deported before their Humanitarian Immigration Cases Are 

Adjudicated: The bipartisan protections created in the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and 

the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) are undermined when survivors are denied access 

to immigration benefits. H.R. 4319 instructs DHS officials not to remove survivors with pending 

U visa, T visa, or VAWA-based relief until a final decision has been reached in their cases 

including any appeal period.  

• Limiting Detention for Survivors with Pending Applications: H.R. 4319 creates a rebuttable 

presumption that survivors with pending U visa, TY visa, or VAWA-based relief should be 

released from detention. DHS can overcome this presumption based on clear and convincing 

evidence that alternatives to detention will not be viable or that the person is a threat to 

another person or the community. 

 

For more information, please contact: Grace Huang, Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-based 

Violence, ghuang@api-gbv.org; Rosie Hidalgo, Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Network for 

Healthy Families and Communities, rhidalgo@casadeesperanza.org; Archi Pyati, Tahirih Justice 

Center, archip@tahirh.org; or Cecelia Friedman Levin, ASISTA, cecelia@asistahelp.org. 


